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MINUTES OF THE EXTRA ORDINARY MEETING OF MARTLESHAM PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 

THE 15TH JULY 2026 

 

Present: - Cllr C Geeson (Chair), Cllr L Burrows, Cllr S Daws, Cllr L Galbraith, Cllr I O’Brien 

Baker, Cllr R Staines, Cllr E Thompson 

In attendance: - Mrs L Burgess (Clerk/RFO), District Cllr Mark Packard, 8 members of the 

public 

The meeting opened at 7:30pm and the Chair welcomed Councillors and members of the 

public.  The Chair proposed recording the meeting and asked Councillors whether they were 

happy for the meeting to be recorded. 

Resolution EXO2026/7a to record the meeting for the purpose of accuracy of the minutes - 

Agreed 

1. Apologies  

Apologies were received from Cllr P Whitby, Cllr L Sheridan, County Cllr P Mulcahy 

2. Filling the Parish Council Vacancies 

The Chair asked whether there were any applications for Parish Council vacancies, 

the Clerk confirmed that she had received 1 application which will be circulated to 

Councillors.  The Applicant will be invited to the Full Council meeting in September.  

There were no other applications received - Noted 

3. Any declarations of disposable pecuniary or local non-pecuniary interests 

There were none declared 

4. Update on action taken so far 

Updated provided by the Project & Planning Officer, which the Chair read out to the 

meeting, requesting contributions from Cllr Galbraith as she heads up the Portal 

Woods Working Group who continue support the Campaign. 
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The Chair asked whether there were any comments or questions in respect of the 

update provided.  Comments were made in respect of the complication of applying 

for a Public Works Loan, the process of accepting a bridging loan looks almost the 

same as application for a Public Works Loan.  The Chair confirmed that this offer has 

come from a member of the community and whilst it is an extremely generous and 

kind offer our response of thanks needs to include detailing as to why we are unable 

to accept the offer - Noted  

 

The question was raised about how far we had progressed the borrowing application.  

The Clerk confirmed that Resolution C2026/ECO6d Planning & Project Officer to draft 

explanatory wording and acquire a quotation from “leaflet frog” for 2500 copies 

(folded with explanatory note of the external side of the fold – Agreed (10.06.26) the 

Clerk advised this has been carried out to the point that the wording was drafted and 

presented to Council but she was unsure as to the position of the quotation.  An 

action point was raised for the Planning & Project Officer to confirm the quotation - 

Noted 

 

Following a request by a Councillor and agreement by the Public it was agreed for 

the meeting to go “in camera” to discuss transparency as to what point in the 
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process of a potential purchase of Portal Woodlands the Parish Council had reached 

– Agreed 

7.56pm the public were excluded and the meeting went “in camera” 

 

The meeting was reopened to the public at 8.06pm 

 

5. Public Forum 

5.1 Reports from District Councillors in respect of Portal Woodlands 

There were none 

5.2 Reports from County Councillors in respect of Portal Woodlands 

There were none 

5.3 To allow members of the public to address business on the agenda 

This was allowed within the meeting 

5.4 Any Issues raised by the Public 

Not at this time 

 

The meeting reconvened with the public at 8:06 pm. 

The Chair thanked the public for stepping out of the meeting  

It was confirmed that an offer had been made to Grainger PLC that offer has been 

accepted that the Parish Council were working towards a successful exchange of 

contracts and completion.  It was confirmed that we are working towards a tight 

deadline for exchange contracts in August.   

The Chair advised that there was a lot of work to be carried out to work towards the 

exchange date and that we will now be looking at the next stages to confirm the 

steps that needed to be taken. 

Queries with regards to the pledge agreement template were discussed, should an 

editable copy of the template be required this can be provided by the office and the 

bank account that was being used to accept the pledges made.  It was confirmed that 

the bank account was an unused account of the Parish Council, that’s sole use would 

be for the purpose of accepting pledges towards the potential purchase of Portal 

Woodlands.   

6. Council Decision on Red Book valuation  

Councillors discussed what action should be taken in respect of the Red Book 

Valuation, no agreement has been replaced at previous meetings to proceed with 

the valuation. 

Resolution EXO2026/7d to ratify the decision for the Red Book Valuation to be 

undertaken by Landbridge - Agreed 
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7. Discussion about next steps 

Further discussions took place regarding the solicitors query about carrying out due 

diligence searches 

Resolution EXO2026/7e Ashtons to proceed with the due diligence checks and 

searches in advance of the Parish Council receiving the Red Book Valuation – Agreed 

Another resolution required following advice received from Ashton Legal, the Clerk 

was persistent that this resolution should be made for us to proceed without 

convening a further meeting: 

Resolution EXO2026/7f the council resolves to acquire the land known as Portal 

Woodlands pursuant to Section 124 of the Local Government Act 1972 for the 

benefit, improvement and development of the parish and its inhabitants upon the 

terms set out in Appendix X with such minor variations to such terms as the Chair 

(after consultation with the Council’s lawyers) may deem necessary to achieve the 

overall objectives. Agreed 

Further discussions took place in respect of concerns being raised as to the position 

of the Parish Council should the Red Book Valuation come in lower that the offer 

made.  It was discussed that due to the community interest and support in respect of 

the Parish Councils acquisition of Portal Woodlands we could quote that the offer 

was made “in the interest of the community and their needs”. Evidence of best value, 

(best value it not necessarily the cheapest option.)  - Noted 

 

There was a question from the public with regards to the loan application and 

whether this could be made prior to the consultation taking place.  It was explained 

that the Consultation for a potential increase of the precept to allow for borrowing 

had to take place for approval for borrowing to be confirmed before a loan 

application could be made – Noted 

 

Authorised signatories 

Reference was made to the Parish Council standing orders.  Discussion took place in 

respect of legal document being signed and bank authorisations.  It was discussed 

that work was being undertaken to get the signatories changed.  There were 

concerns raised over holiday period and availability of signatories and Councillors - 

Noted 

 

Resolution EXO2026/7g to act as soon as possible to pay purchase monies and fees 

(inclusive of auctioneer’s fees, in respect of land known as Portal Woodlands as 

described within the agreed plan area of the land for sale) into Ashton Client Account 

ahead of exchange and completion, payment to be returned should exchange not 

take place – Agreed 
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Resolution EXO2026/7h for any two Councillors present at the meeting on the 15th 

July 2026, with the exception of Cllr Daws (who has been asked to be excluded) to be 

able to sign any legal documentation, in respect of the purchase of land known as 

Portal Woodlands, to include any transfer and overage documentation in respect of 

the purchase of Portal Woodlands.  In the event of absence of the Clerk the Finance 

Officer can witness the signatures – Agreed 

 

The Parish Council has no seal - Noted 

 

Resolution EXO2026/7i to proceed with exchange of contracts following full due 

diligence being completed by Ashtons - Agreed 

 

Public Liability Insurance 

 

As per advice from Ashtons the Parish Council needs to ensure that their public 

liability insurance covers the Woodlands from the point of sale.  The Clerk pointed 

out that we are liable from the point of exchange of contract. 

 

Resolution EXO2026/7j to ensure that Portal Woodlands is covered by the Parish 

Council’s Insurance and Public Liability from the point of exchange of contracts – 

Agreed 

 

Discussions that took place in respect of the point raised by Ashtons in respect of the 

Byelaws in respect of land ownership.  The Clerk confirmed that the resolution 

should be to investigate the byelaws.  It was then discussed that we should 

investigate the byelaws in respect of all of Parish Council owned land. 

 

Resolution EXO2026/7k to investigate the byelaws under Section 15 of the Open 

Spaces Act 1906 to regulate activities within the woodland, including the lighting of 

fires, camping, damage to trees and wildlife, unauthorised vehicles and other 

activities that may present risks to the public safety or the woodland environment for 

Portal Woodlands and all Council owned sites – Agreed 

 

Any other business 

 

Ashtons will need copies of certified minutes - Noted 

 

There was a question raised about in the event ofabsence of the Clerk who can input 

payments to the system. 
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Resolution EXO2026/7l add the Finance Officer to the bank mandate allowing 

payments to be added to the bank in the absence of the Clerk – Agreed 

 

Thanks were given to those attending the meeting. 

 

The meeting was closed at 8:47pm 

 

 

Chair, 2nd September 2026 

 

 

 

 

 

 


