Braes High School Parent Council

Monday 5th 2026 at 7pm

School Library

1. Welcome 
Jodie Tawn (chair) welcomed everyone to meeting, noting there are a number of new parents/carers attending for the first time. 

2. Apologies

In attendance :

Iain Livingstone, Jodie Tawn, Andy Murray, Claire Wilson, Moira Paton, Jackie Ormsby, Claire Lawson, Louise Donaldson. School Captains Elsa and Sophie also joined for Agenda item 4a.  

Apologies: Ben Zielinki, Cllr Jim Robertson, Matt Taylor

3. Previous minutes and matters arising

Minutes proposed by Jodie Tawn and seconded by Jackie Ormsby

IL updated on previously discussed potential changes to the format of S1 Parents’ Evenings. Advising that following feedback, the current plans for Parents’ Evenings will remain in place. Iain also advised that the school is still considering the structure and time allocations for subjects across the S5/6 and factoring in the forthcoming introduction of reduced class contact time for teachers nationally before making any further significant proposals.

4. Updates from School: 
a. School Captain Team
IL introduced Elsa and Sophia, two of the school captains who delivered an insightful presentation of their journey into leadership and plans for the school year. This included rejuvenating the social space with financial support from FAB, a Captains Fun Carnival, Inter House, a nativity from S6.

The Parent Council thanked Elsa and Sophia for their excellent presentation and all the work the entire Captains team are doing. 

b. Scottish Government Insight Data
IL shared a series of slides containing the latest Scottish Government Insight Data which shows the attainment of Braes High School pupils with comparisons for other Falkirk Council schools and ‘Virtual comparators’ across Scotland. In all the metrics across S4,5,6, Braes High School is deemed to be significantly higher than the virtual comparators. 
The Key messages from the data show Braes High School has: 
· Very strong performance in attainment
· Very strong performance in literacy and numeracy
· Very strong performance in Young People with Additional Support Needs
		IL poses discussion questions for the parent council:
· Can we challenge S4 learners further?
· Can we further support S5 learners aiming for 5 x Highers? 

A broad discussion took place on these topics and on the opportunities for S4 pupils to sit Highers to improve their potential to achieve 5 x Highers by end of S5.
IL explained this was an early stage consideration and would only be possible with the suitable resourcing and young people for whom it would fit into their learning plans. 
		
5. Possible donation for the School Captain Team 
The meeting discussed a potential donation but deferred any decision to a future meeting when the Treasurer would be in attendance and having had the opportunity to review the finances. 

6. Scottish Government Consultation on mobile phones in schools 
JT highlighted a live consultation from the Scottish Government regarding proposed ban on mobile phones in schools during the school day. This is open to anyone to input and the Parent Council encourages young people, parents, carers and teachers to contribute their views before the deadline of 17th November. Discussion took place focusing on giving young people responsibility and boundaries for positive digital habits rather than complete ban on devices during the school day. 

IL will add a note to the next newsletter, on behalf of the Parent council, encouraging views to the consultation. 

The Parent Council will also submit a response based on the discussion. 

7. Feedback form 2025/26 survey about the parent council 

JT gave a summary of the findings from the recent Parent/Carer survey: 
· Parents & carers keen to partake in Parent Council activities, if not meetings
· Surveys went down well
· How to include parent views if not present
· Sharing of minutes to keep others in the loop
· Where views of Parent Council are sought, could wider views via surveys be used? 
· Is joining online a possibility?

The meeting discussed this feedback. IL offered to facilitate the next meeting as a hybrid meeting and would make arrangements for a Teams link to be made available to those who register in advance. This hybrid arrangement to be piloted and reviewed after next few meetings.  
Minutes are already published on the Braes High School website. IL agreed to include a link to the minutes in future newsletters to help signpost parents/carers to the information. 

Discussed the opportunity for gathering parent/carer views on topics in the future and agreed to pursue occasional surveys on specific topics, keeping the number of questions short. Possibly incorporate HMIE-style questions into these surveys.

8. Secretary vacancy / Appointment of Secretary
Secretary role currently vacant. Jodie invited any of those present to volunteer for this role. AM offered and this appointment was agreed by those present.
 
9. AOB
· JT asked IL if pupils could be invited to create a Parent Council Logo. IL will take this action to Art Department. 
· IL shared copies of the Standards and Quality Report 25/26 and invited views from the Parent Council. This was praised by those at the meeting and some feedback provided on the format to make it more accessible. 
· IL explained a review of online system used by pupils and a potential to utilise Google Classroom rather than Teams. Google Classroom is included within the GLOW environment at no additional cost and provides additional benefits including weekly emails to parents/carers sharing progress of their child. IL anticipates consulting with pupils and parents/carers in due course.  
· IL explained a new event planned for Wed 4th November - learning lab workshop aimed at senior phase pupils and parents/carers. 

Future meetings (7pm) 
· Wednesday 25th November - hybrid pilot. SCQF Ambassadors to join
· Thursday 28th January 
· Monday 8th March
· Tuesday 11th May 
· Wednesday 2nd June 




